
I am most  honoured and humbled and I would like to
thank the board of directors of CCSTA for honouring me
with this very meaningful and relevant award.  I would
also like to thank my family for their patience,
understanding, love, and support throughout the years .  

 I am especially pleased that my wife and son and
daughter have joined me in Regina to celebrate this
special occasion. My wife Nancy and I have just
celebrated our 45  anniversary. She is the rudder of ourth

family ship and the love of my life. We have been blessed
with two children Michael and Anne both of whom we
are proud and both of whom we love very much. Michael
is principal of Notre Dame Catholic Elementary School in
Owen Sound ,married to Ginette, and they have two
wonderful sons Liam and Callin. Anne is Compensation
Analyst for the Dominion Life of Canada Assurance
Company, married to Jeff, and they also have two
wonderful sons Owen and Morgan. They form  my loving 
support system.

I would also like to thank my good friend and colleague
the Director of our school board, Bruce MacPherson ,for



submitting the application for the award and for soliciting
such strong letters of support for the application. Had I
not received the award, these letters alone would have
given me solace. Bruce is an outstanding authentic leader
of our school board.
 
Thanks to my school board ,Bruce-Grey Catholic, for
their support and for their continued exemplary 
dedication and commitment to  Catholic education . I am
pleased that Vice- chair Bev Eckensweiller is here with
me  representing our board. Bev is an enthusiastic
outspoken advocate for Catholic education and for our
students.

It’s hard for me to fathom that I have spent 47 years in
Catholic education and still enjoy it. I suppose that’s what
happens when you see your job as a vocation or calling.
I have been so fortunate over the course of my career to
have worked with so many people- not unlike yourselves-
who have inspired, motivated, encouraged, and supported
me in all my endeavours . I have truly stood on the
shoulders of giants Any contributions I may have made
were by no means solo efforts. They were the efforts of
complementary teams.

I have always believed in and have a passion for the gift
of Catholic Education which can be attributed to 



influences before and during my career. 

My parents were convinced that a Catholic Education was
best for their 5 children and was never  an option for us
even if it meant financial sacrifices such as paying double
taxes in addition to   a tuition fee for the privilege of
Catholic secondary school. They believed in the
synergistic support system of home ,school, and parish
which reflected and reinforced their values. 

Another powerful influence for me were the School
sisters of Notre Dame who taught me at St. Mary’s
elementary school in Owen Sound. Leonard Cohen refers
to such religious orders in his songs as sisters of mercy.
For me they were also sisters of virtue who taught and
modelled the desirability of living a virtuous life . The
virtues gave me  a strong  moral foundation an anchor and
a compass to guide me and assist me to navigate through
life on my spiritual journey.
Sister Louise impressed on us the importance of morning
and night prayers by providing us with a memory prompt
to assist and remind us. She said “Every night before you
go to bed get down on your knees and throw your shoes
under the bed then remember why you’re on your knees
and say your evening prayers. The next morning when
you get down on your knees to retrieve your shoe
remember why you’re there and say your morning



prayers.” I still get down on my knees and throw a shoe
under the bed every night- the only difference ,at my age,
is that I forget why I’m there.

I’m not a historian but my involvement in the history of
Catholic education in our province had  a major impact on
me. George Santayana Spanish philosopher said “ Those
who do not remember the past are doomed to repeat
it.”And since we can not remember what we don’t know
it is incumbent on all of us in my view to become familiar
with at least  the highlights of significant events in the
history of our province or territory. Our history is one of
the  dogged perseverance and sacrifice of many heroes
and heroines whose lives serve as an inspiration to us all.
One of my favourite heroes in our history is Father
Alexander Macdonnell who arrived at the foot of Yonge
street in  Toronto (then York) in 1804 with over 600
disbanded Scottish infantry men and their families who
had been evicted from their rented land in the Highlands
of Scotland. They settled in  Glengarry county where he
had a church and the first English Catholic school in
Upper Canada built in the same year of his arrival. He
would become the much loved and revered  first bishop
of Ontario and has been rightly named the “Father of
Catholic Education” and the “Apostle of Ontario”.

In a letter to one of his colleagues in the legislature in



1839, he wrote what could be considered as a personal
mission statement for his life And he wrote:

“To promote the advancement of the Catholic Religion
and Catholic Education is my greatest interest and desire
and they afford me not only the greatest but the only
satisfaction I can enjoy in this life.”

The reasons for such passion and dedication to Catholic
education over the years and since the beginning, I
believe, are found in the following definition from an
Ontario Catholic Education Council brief to the Royal
Commission on Education in 1950. It reads: 

“Religion is much more than a set of intellectual beliefs
:it is a way of life: it is indeed the very life of the soul: it
should inspire all conduct and determine our scale of
moral values----For the Catholic education of Catholic
children it is essential to have schools integrally Catholic ,
schools which are the allies and not neutral or
antagonistic of Catholic homes and the Catholic church.
Religion must permeate all education.”

Martin Luther King stated : “Our spiritual lives begin to
die when we remain silent about things that are important
to us.”



The future of our Catholic schools depends on our
appreciation of the distinctiveness of Catholic education
and their contribution to the fabric of our society and our
willingness to stand up and speak out in one unified voice
for the preservation and continued prosperity of the
sacred gift of our Catholic schools Thank you and may
God bless all of you.
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